American Mediation

such action to a peace offer from our side, and that the correct
moment for the latter would have to depend on the military
situation. I was, therefore, until the arrival of the Berlin
telegram number 128, not clear as to which of the actions would
come first, especially as, according to my instructions, I was to
keep our peace offer secret and could not discuss it with Colonel
House.
Under ordinary circumstances, I should have travelled to
Berlin several times during the war to confer with the authorities.
Unfortunately, however, that was impossible, as the English
would never have allowed me to travel to and fro. If I had had
the ways and means to enlighten German public opinion on the
situation in America, it would certainly have done a lot of good.
According to the evidence given before the Commission of the
National Assembly, the chief reason for our rej ection of mediation
was distrust of Mr. Wilson. Nevertheless, I still believe that
ignorance and undervaluation of America was a stronger influence.
At least I cannot conceive that all the authorities concerned
would have voted for unrestricted submarine war if they had
been firmly convinced that the United States would come into
the war with all her military and economic power. However
that may be, I tried at least to do what I could and I made an
attempt to send Herr Albert, who was completely in accord
with me, to Berlin on the submarine Deutschland. The captain
of the Deutschland, however, had scruples against carrying
passengers, and Herr Albert's voyage had therefore to be given
up. After my experience of the journeys of Herr en Meyer-
Gerhard and Dernburg, I certainly do not think that Herr Albert
would have done very much in Berlin. Even I could hardly
have hindered the opening of the unrestricted submarine cam-
paign where Herr von Jagow, Herr von Kuhlmann and others
had failed, and after all, that was the main point.
Mr. Wilson's intention of bringing about peace had been
reported to me^ so definitely and so often that I took it for
granted that the President would carry through his plan in spite
of our peace offer. As I had received no instructions to the
contrary, I held to my previous interpretation of the situation,
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